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> Dione


 Did you vibrate the bubbles out of the stone?  I found Tiffany's


instructions on this limited.


I use a hand held back massager and rest it on the edge of the mold.  It


takes about 5 minutes.  And if you are careful, you can scoot the filled


mold out over the edge of your work table and then vibrate the bottom.  The


less air bubbles, the stronger the concrete and less ability to allow water


in for the freeze/thaw cycle to take place.


If you are handy with tools.  My Dad mounted an old fan motor on a shelf


and then put a wieght on the shaft to off set it.   The shelf holds two


stones and has 90% of the bubbles out in 30 sec.  Only draw back is, it is


noisey as ____!


Once I got the air bubbles out, I had a much nicer product.


Good Luck


Shirley B








jtbaumer@aol.com (JTbaumer) wrote:


>I have done several different pieces of tile mosaic (plant pots, picture


>frames) and I am wondering if anyone can give me information about a


>better way to seal the grout when I am finished.  Right now what I use is


>a silicon sealer that seals out water from the grout, but sometimes the


>grout flakes off.





[Grout is best used between tiles. It is not suitable for covering large


 areas, especially where adhesion is weak. Also, it sounds like you are 


fighting hydrostatic pressure in your plant pots; when you use the 


sealer this makes the problem worse. (The water pushes from the inside, 


and when it can't get through the grout, it pushes it off.) Leave the 


grout on the plant pots unsealed.] 








In addition, on an area like the side of the picture


>frame where there are no tiles, I have had entire sections of grout chip


>off.  Is there something that will bond the grout more but not be visible


>(I don't want it to appear like there is a coat of varnish-like material


>covering the surface).  I thought there might be some kind of aerosol


>product, but I don't know what to look for.


>


>Any help would be greatly appreciated -- there is nothing more frustrating


>than finishing a project, only to have it get marred soon after.


>


[You don't say what kind of surface your picture frames start out with, 


but it sounds like an adhesion problem. Tile stores sell products called


"bonderizers" which you could precoat the frame with. Additionally, you


could use "admix" in the grout instead of (or in addition to) water to 


improve its adhesion and cohesion.]











Now at last you can see the art of Andrew Werby: sculpture, jewelry, and graphics.


Browse the "techniques" section for information on various art processes.


Link to places on the web with information useful to artists.


Be the first on your block to know what "juxtamorphic" art is!








Andrew Werby - United Artworks





http://users.lanminds.com/~drewid

















              





