More mosaic and stepping stone info from bungi





Return-Path: <owner-glass@daver.bungi.com>


X-Path: compuserve.com!Ensembles


From: "Christie Wood & George D'Ascenzo" <Ensembles@compuserve.com>


To: "Josh Balloch" <Balloch@netbridge.net>, Bungi <glass@bungi.com>


Subject: Mosaic Stone Cement/safety


Date: Mon, 23 Jun 1997 09:32:49 -0400


Reply-To: glass@bungi.com





I purchased some of the Mosaic Stone Cement for use with the small 4 1/4"square tile forms.  I usually do not use it for the larger forms, as I find it excessively expensive.  However, since it does not contain the


pebbles/rocks usually found in commercial concrete mixes (such as Quick-Crete), it works very well for the smaller forms or as the top layer which you want smooth.





As to coloring it, you can purchase coloring packets specifically for this mosaic stone cement.  They are available from most retail stained glass supply store, or through stained glass mail order catalogs.  Just ask your retailer for them.  They come in a wonderful variety of colors.  However, you can mix in acrylic paint into the concrete to also color it.  That's what I do, and will be doing later on today.





If you make something big, like say the 14" round form as opposed to the 4 1/4" square tile, it does take longer for the concrete to set up.  Do not attempt to unmold the larger forms too soon, or it will break apart and totally ruin your work.  I've used three forms, and here's the cure times I've found successful:


4 1/4" square tile - 40 minutes cure time use 100% Mosaic Stone Cement (i.e. no concrete) 


2) 8" square - 2 days cure time using Mosaic Stone Cement for the 1st layer and Quick-Crete for the bulk of the form


14" round - 3 1/2 to 4 days cure time using Mosaic Stone Cement for the 1st layer and Quick-Crete for  the remainder, or 100% Quick-Crete.





As to what it's made of ... ask for a MSDS (Materials Safety Data Sheet) from your supplier.  By law they are required to provide you with this if you ask for it.  It will list out ingredients and all safety precautions


necessary for working with the stuff.  As to the dust, you don't want to be breathing in cement dust, as it will react with the moisture in your lungs and cause you to have cement in your lungs.  Not something I would want to have in my lungs, for sure!  Good way to get all kinds of nasty diseases in there.





So...wear a dust mask or a respirator.  I wear a respirator.





Christie A. Wood


Art Glass Ensembles, Inc.





I want to make a set of stepping stones for my father whose hobby is 


growing fushias, so I was going to do stones representing a few 


different varieties.  The only stone I've made has the three big 


pansy faces and the course instructor told us NOT to use a 


"background" glass--just let the colored concrete be the background.  


Those of you with more experience making stones...have you made them 


with relatively small pieces of glass covering virtually the whole 


surface?  





Fushia blossoms hang down on very fine stems and that fact is 


creating a design problem.  Some glass patterns use the solder lines 


to represent these stems, so I suppose using a background glass would


provide grout lines in their place. I don't think the solution is 


to blow the flowers up (on the copier, that is) to a size large 


enough that the stems would be fat enough to render in glass.  


And somehow "free floating" fushias don't cut it.  Any thoughts or 


creative suggestions?





****


When it comes to design there are few hard and fast rules. Using background


glass is optional, good design is not optional. A mosaic affect using


smaller pieces of glass over the entire surface can work, and larger pieces


using the cement (coloured perhaps brown, black, or other contrasting


colour to the glasswork) can also work. If you are unsure, take some


coloured pencils and try it on paper first. As far as what your istructor


said, treat it as a suggestion and not law.


Glenn Spicer


The Studio Metamorphoses





****


Now is the tine to get brave and use brass strips for the stems. 


Heavy gauge brass strips about 12" X 1/4" X 1/16" are available at 


some hobby stores. Cut a piece to the proper length, bend it in a 


graceful curve and grout it in with the grass. The result will be a 


1/16" brass stem that may just add that touch of excellence that 


makes for a superior piece.


Planing things for others to do, Bob





____


Bob Duchesneau (stained glass, beveling, fusing & bending) Mountain 


Meadow Stained Glass, 26746 Mountain Meadow Road, Escondido, CA 92026 


Voice (760) 749-3966 FAX (760) 749-6427





Fushias often grow in 'bunches', so you could have a mass of


flowerheads, the foreground ones partly obscuring those in back, and


minimize the stems that way... but yes you're right one of the


'signatures' of a fushia is its distinctive long stem.


-- Goodluck


Melanie Dunstan, in Perth, Australia





*****


Return-Path: <owner-glass@daver.bungi.com>


X-Path: prodigy.com!YWAH36A


From: YWAH36A@prodigy.com ( BOB   DUCHESNEAU)


To: glass@bungi.com


Subject: Re: Stepping stones


Date: Sat, 18 Oct 1997 00:27:08, -0500


Reply-To: glass@bungi.com





pansy wrote:


Bob...won't the brass scratch badly when putting the grout on?





The stepping stones I am familiar with are made by placing a sheet of 


contact paper sticky side up in a mold and arangiing the glass, brass,


 etc on it prior to pouring the grout. Scratching is not an issue 


while grouting.





I did the windows in a Servian Orthodox Church (St. Petra) and they 


had brass inlayed mosaics done in the floor. Part of the finishing 


process called for grinding the surface mirror smooth. Scratching 


brass does not harm it. Sometimes you will see brass inlay in fancy 


sidewalks. Some even from Roman times.


Remembering my days as a seaman shining brass for the Navy, Bob





____


Bob Duchesneau (stained glass, beveling, fusing & bending) Mountain 


Meadow Stained Glass, 26746 Mountain Meadow Road, Escondido, CA 92026 


Voice (760) 749-3966 FAX (760) 749-6427


----


For subscription changes, please mail to: glass-request@bungi.com


To send to the list,      please mail to: glass@bungi.com


Archives available at http://www.bungi.com/glass


****


